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New Piëch Mark Zero –  
Technology made transparent  
 

 Swiss brand Piëch Automotive’s concept car is a technology test bed showing a way 

into the future   

 Innovative battery technology allows fast charging to 80% in 4:40 minutes 

 R&D boss Klaus Schmidt: “I’m especially proud of our variable and modular concept.” 

 

Zurich/Geneva, 5 March 2019: The new electro sports car study Piëch Mark Zero is a true 

technology pioneer. Underneath the elegant body is innovative technology. It’s the first of a 

family of products to be brought to market by Piëch Automotive in the next three years. Its 

flexible and open vehicle architecture allows the use of a variety of drive systems – like electric 

drive, hybrid, fuel cell or internal combustion engine. 

 

During his professional career, Klaus Schmidt, Head of Engineering at Piëch Automotive, has seen it 

all. After various stages at BMW where he successfully developed powerful sports cars at M GmbH for 

over 30 years, and in R&D at Chinese manufacturer Qoros, he appears to be quite emotional when he 

talks about the new Piëch Mark Zero: “I’m especially proud of our variable and modular concept. We 

will be able to react very quickly to changes in the market, our customers’ demands as well as changes 

in legislation without having to redevelop the car all the time. In addition, updates allow us to always 

keep the car up-to-date with regards to software but also hardware. And based on this structure we 

could theoretically build 60 different variants. I believe that is unique in the automotive industry.” 

 

Schmidt is responsible for a package that is conceived to deliver optimal handling, a lot of sports car 

feeling and driving fun. Different to conventional placement under the floor like in many competitive 

vehicles, the batteries are placed in the centre tunnel and at the rear axle. This allows weight 

distribution and handling similar to that of a conventional sports car with a combustion engine. This 

placement allows a low seating position typical of a sports car as well as precise handling giving the 

driver immediate feedback. Innovative battery technology enhances the car’s sporty genes. Charging is 

also quick – 80% of battery capacity is reached after only 4:40 minutes.  

   

A special type of cell hardly heats up during charging or discharging phases. Significantly higher 

currents can flow while raising the cell temperature by no more than 10 to 15 degrees. This allows for 

the batteries to be cooled by air alone which contributes to a weight saving of around 200 kg – a 

significant step towards achieving the development goal of keeping the overall weight of the new Piëch 

Mark Zero under 1,800 kg. Klaus Schmidt promises a high recuperation rate and a long-lasting battery 

system. He is looking forward to “consecutive fast laps on the Nürburgring with the Piëch Mark Zero.”  

 

Batteries are sourced from the DESTEN Group Ltd. from Hong Kong, China, out of their plant in 

Qingdao, China. The Qingdao TGOOD Electric Co Ltd., also based in Hong Kong, China, and 

Qingdao, China, is a market leader in charging infrastructure and eHouse solutions.  

 

The worldwide operating group of companies was founded in 2004 as a Chinese-German joint venture 

and already runs 210,000 charging stations in more than 300 Chinese cities.  

 

 

 
 
 

mailto:p.thul@piech.com


  Automotive  MEDIA INFORMATION 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
Piëch Holding AG  l  Hofstrasse 3  l  6004 Lucerne  l  Switzerland Piëch Automotive AG  l  Piëch Design 
AG  l  Piëch Engineering AG  l  Piëch Labs AG  l  Brandschenkestr. 150  l  8002 Zürich  l  Switzerland 
Media & PR: Peter Thul, Phone: +49 160 90 41 69 31, Mail: p.thul@piech.com 

 

2 

For Piëch customers, TGOOD also produces a tailor-made solution allowing fast charging at home. Not 

only does the wall box ensure that the Piëch Mark Zero’s batteries are charged up to 80% of their 

capacity in 4:40 minutes, it also doubles as a modular energy storage unit.  

 

At the beginning, three different vehicles types will be created based on the new modular concept. 

Apart from the two-seater sports car Piëch Mark Zero there are plans for a four-seater and a sporty 

SUV. With regards to the drive concept, Klaus Schmidt keeps all his options open: “Rather than a pure 

electric drive, we could also install an internal combustion engine (ICE) at the rear axle and have 

electric engines at the front and rear axle support the ICE unit. The dynamic weight distribution would 

also mean that the car would be able to recuperate energy efficiently during braking.” 

 

About: 

 

Klaus Schmidt, Head of Engineering Piëch Automotive: 

For over 30 years, engineer Klaus Schmidt had developed sports cars at BMW M GmbH, after which 

he was in charge of R&D at Chinese manufacturer Qoros. Klaus Schmidt lives in Munich.  
 
 
 

Specifications Piëch Mark Zero* 
 

Dimensions: 

 Length/Width/Height  4,432/1,991/1,250 mm (w/o wing mirrors) 

 Overhang:   front: 897 mm/back: 915 mm 

 Weight:     under 1,800 kg 

 Wheelbase:   2,620 mm 

 

Performance: 

 System output:   Front axle: one asynchronous motor delivering 150 kW 

Rear axle: two synchronous motors (mechanically 

decoupled) delivering 150 kW each 

 Acceleration:   0–100 km/h in 3.2 seconds 

 Top speed:   250 km/h 

* Specifications are target values/project status 
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